106            FOR    SERVICES    RENDERED           ACT

COLLIE: You don't think I like it. J tell you I'm absolute!

up against it. It means life and death to me.
WILFRED: I'm awfully sorrys old boy? but there's nothirn

doing. ... I wonder if Lois has found that ball yet'
[He gets up and goes into the garden*   COLLIE sits o
dejectedly.   In a moment EVA comes in with tk
teapot.

EVA: What's the matter? You^re looking terribly depressed
COLLIE: \Trying to collect himself.1 I'm sorry*
EVA: Are they waiting for us?
COLLIE: [With a slight sigh.} I suppose so.
EVA: Tell me what the matter is.
COLLIE: \Forting a smikl\ It wouldn't interest you.
EVA: Why do you say that? Don't you know that anything

that concerns you interests me.
COLLIE: That's very sweet of you.
EVA: I suppose Fm rather reserved. It's difficult for me t<

show my feelings. I should like you to look upon mi

as a friend.
COLLIE: I do.

EVA: Tell me what it is then. Perhaps I can help you.
COLLIE: Fm afraid not. I think youVe got troubles enougl

of your own without sharing mine.
EVA: You mean looking after Sydney.  I don't look upoi

that as a trouble. I'm glad to do what I can for the poo

boy.  When I think of what the war did to him, it'i

only right that I should sacrifice myself.
COLLIE: It's very good of you, all the same.
EVA: You see, Ethel was married and Lois was so young

Mother isn't very strong. Looking after Sydney helpec

me to bear the loss of poor Ted.
COLLIE: That was the man you were engaged to?
EVA: Yes.   I was terribly unhappy when he was killed